simple glycosurias and the conditions associated with pregnancy or obvious endocrine disturbances, the cases of diabetes appear to fall into at least three classes: (a) Those On comparing the three groups of cases from various points of view it was surprising to note how few differences were found in symptomatology, heredity, etc. All the cases irrespective of group showed a similar incidence of the four chief diabetic symptoms?thirst, polyuria, loss of weight, and weakness. The three groups, however, showed differences in the occurrence of the less common complications, such as neuritis or visual disturbance.
One of the most striking features was the marked preponderance of females amongst the obese, which would appear to point towards some etiological factor connected with the female endocrine system. The other fact regarding sex is the earlier appearance of the disease in males. As regards heredity, no significant differences were obvious in the various groups or in the sexes.
On studying the age at onset by decades in the three classes no unexpected facts were disclosed. The class showing gross clinical arteriosclerosis were all distributed in the decades where arteriosclerosis uncomplicated by diabetes is usually found. Amongst the complications of diabetes arteriosclerosis ranks first and it is a vexed question whether the diabetes facilitates the production of arteriosclerosis or vice versa. The age at onset, the greater incidence of gangrene of the dry arteriosclerotic type, the larger numbers showing degenerative changes such as cataract, and the lesser severity of the diabetes in these subjects all suggest that the primary lesion in this class is vascular degeneration.
In the obese class the cases fell into the 5th and 6th decades, a fact often previously noted. The only interesting features in this class were the greater incidence of pains in the limbs and a slightly less marked loss of weight.
The remaining "toxic" cases, which included the younger patients, showed particularly a greater tendency to acute onset and an associated history of infection. These cases also tended to be more severe than those in the other groups.
